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Course Outline


Teacher:  Mrs. S. Gingras




Location: Room 307 (class), 317 (lab)
School Phone: 856-3417




Email: shelley.gingras@nbed.nb.ca
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Chemistry 111/112 and of Math 110 (Foundations). It is highly recommended that students attained at least 70% in these courses.
Course Description: Chemistry 12 is intended for students who wish to continue their studies from chemistry 11 or those who plan to take chemistry beyond high school. The focus of this course will be the development of complex skills and concepts based on knowledge from chemistry 11. Students will be encouraged to develop appropriate study skills, attitudes and behaviours. This course does not radically depart from the approach in chemistry 11. The primary objective is to give you an understanding of chemistry so that you can use chemistry in life and further studies. With an understanding of the basics, your work will be enjoyable and rewarding. Review and practice will maintain developed skills.
To gain an understanding of chemistry and derive the full benefit from this course, you must devote the necessary amount of time to learn sound study skills. If a topic looks familiar, do not think that there is no sense in studying. Do not confuse familiarity with knowing. Use this familiarity to clarify any problems or misconceptions. In new topics use your time to develop an understanding of the methods involved. Throughout this course you will have an opportunity to learn new concepts and skills, which you will be able to practice.

HOMEWORK: Homework is assigned almost daily to help reinforce and enhance the skills and concepts learned in class and to encourage independent thinking and problem solving. Topics build onto one another, so it is important that you practice the skills necessary to understand the next topic. Success in this course is directly dependent upon keeping up with your homework assignments. 

Many problems encountered in chemistry are the result of students’ unwillingness to put in the necessary time to properly develop an understanding. Students, at times, take a quick glance at the material, try a few exercises and decide that the material is too difficult. Instead you should try a detailed reading of the material and follow through examples that may be useful. If you find yourself stuck on one problem leave it and go on to the following problems and then return to the difficult problems later. Extra help is available every week at a set time.  If a student needs extra help outside of this time, they are asked to see Mrs. Gingras to make an appointment. 

Class attendance and behaviour are important factors in your success. Excessive absenteeism can result in the loss of the Chemistry credit. The work you do on a day to day basis is monitored by the teacher in a variety of ways and is used as part of your overall evaluation. If you are ill and miss a class your parent/guardian is asked to write a note to the teacher upon your return to school. Time missed as the result of an unexcused absence or being late for class will result in falling behind in class work and could lead to failure. Students are expected to arrive on time to class with homework completed and necessary supplies.
Disruptive behaviour in the classroom is not tolerated because it robs others of an opportunity for meaningful learning. The student is expected to listen attentively in class and during lab activities where safety procedures must be followed AT ALL TIMES.  Phones and other electronic devices are NOT permitted during class time or lab activities.
LABS: Written lab reports are reports written individually (not to be copied from others). Lab reports are required for all lab activities and are due within a week of lab completion. If absent for any lab activity, the student is responsible to attend a makeup lab, get the data and independently complete a written report or obtain an alternate assignment. Unwarranted absenteeism in lab activities will definitely hinder successful completion of this course. To obtain the chemistry 122 credit a complete and satisfactory lab program is mandatory.
In additional to the formal report submitted, students will also be observed during lab activities to ensure their understanding of the methodology and concepts covered. These conversations and observations are critical in evaluating students in this course. 

All assignments are due at the beginning of the period. Failure to do so will result in penalties – (unless arrangements have been made previously with the teacher).  Students should refer to HTHS’s policy for hardline assignments.
Classroom tests are given after each unit to allow students and parents/guardians to monitor progress. When difficulties are noted, immediate action may correct the problem. Parents/guardians are asked to have students show them the test results. This process keeps communications between the home and school open. When tests are missed students are expected to discuss individual situations with the teacher when there is a conflict.  Students who miss tests without valid, medical excused will be referred to administration.
EVALUATION: A variety of formative assessments
Tests 
Lab Reports
Projects and Assignments 
Final Exam
Resources
Mrs. Gingras’ Weebly: http://mrsgingrashths.weebly.com/ 
Mr. Dawson’s website: http://hrsbstaff.ednet.ns.ca/dawsonrj/
Chalkbored: http://www.chalkbored.com/lessons/chemistry-11.htm
Nelson Chemistry Resource Page: http://www.agt.net/public/alariv/nelson.htm
Khan Academy http://www.khanacademy.org/science/chemistry
· This is a really good site with lots of videos and tutorials on many of the topics we cover.
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me. 

